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MedRIN Leadership
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Network Coordinators E.U.:
Dr. Diofantos Hadjimitsis (d.hadjimitsis@cut.ac.cy)
Vice Rector of Academic Affairs & Professor - Department of Civil 
Engineering & Geomatics,
Cyprus University of Technology
Lemesos, Cyprus

Dr. Ioannis Gitas (igitas@for.auth.gr)
Faculty of Forestry and Natural Environment
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
Thessaloniki, Greece

Network Coordinator U.S.:
Vince Ambrosia (vincent.g.ambrosia@nasa.gov)
NASA- Ames Research Center / CSUMB
Moffett Field, CA. USA



MedRIN Goals & Geographic Domain
Goals:
• Provide a platform for collaboration among remote sensing experts in

Mediterranean region, through collaborative activities;
• Facilitate progress and consistent implementation of remote sensing

and LCLUC methodology, in the region;
• Foster regional collaboration for monitoring the dynamics, stability,

and vulnerability of the major ecosystems;
• Promote effective sustainable management and preservation, on the

local, regional and pan-European level.

Geographic Domain:
Mediterranean countries of Europe, the Levant,
and North Africa.
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• Urban and built-up areas (wildland urban interface, 
population dynamics and how that affects landscape) 

• Rural areas / Agriculture, Forestry and wildlands 
(monitoring dynamic landscape changes)

• Hazards (fires including agricultural fires, earthquakes, 
floods, etc.) 

• Soil and water resources management 
(Irrigation/Hydrology, Soil degradation, Desertification)

• Climate change

• Education/Training to be a major component of all 
proposed priorities (TAT NASA-ESA model)

MedRIN Thematic Priorities



MedRIN Events to Date:
MedRIN Kick-off Meeting
Chania, Greece, 13-14 July 
2018

MedRIN 1st Meeting / 
Workshop, Paphos, 
Cyprus, 20 March 2019

MedRIN 2nd Meeting / 
Workshop, Virtual, 25 February 
2021

SCERIN / MedRIN Joint 
Workshop, Virtual, 20 June 2021

https://gofcgoldvh1.umd.edu/meetings/medrin-kick-meeting-chania-greece-13-14-july-2018
https://gofcgoldvh1.umd.edu/meetings/medrin-kick-meeting-chania-greece-13-14-july-2018
https://gofcgoldvh1.umd.edu/meetings/mediterranean-regional-information-network-medrin-meeting-and-workshop
https://gofcgoldvh1.umd.edu/meetings/mediterranean-regional-information-network-medrin-meeting-and-workshop
https://gofcgoldvh1.umd.edu/meetings/mediterranean-regional-information-network-medrin-meeting-and-workshop


SCERIN / MedRIN Joint Workshop (June 2021): 
Breakout Session Priority Topics
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DROUGHT:
Expanding drought conditions in the 
Mediterranean region (and SCERIN region), 
set off by shifting climatic conditions and a 
paucity of precipitation.

MIGRATION STRAIN:
Regional conflicts and population exodus into 
Mediterranean and East-Central European nations are 
straining resources: (land use (conversion of land, water 
resources, forested areas), and increases in susceptible 
populations to ecological disaster events (wildfires, 
flooding, landslides, earthquakes)).

SOLUTIONS / SUGGESTIONS
Priority areas for focus by MedRIN (and SCERIN) by applying EO tools for analytics and help improve 

predictions of problematic issues , and monitor / alleviate risk  

COLLABORATION WITH EXISTING PROGRAMS:
• Regional Digital Innovation Hub Earth Observation e.g. EXCELSIOR in Cyprus—collaborate.
• EXCELSIOR BUSINESS PLAN FOR EMMENA: Push for European Satellite Ground Stations covering 

EMMENA (Cyprus proposed as part of EXCELSIOR efforts.
• Big Data management and analytics



MedRIN Digital Presence



MedRIN Digital Presence
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Future Workshop Plans
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2nd SCERIN / MedRIN Joint 
Workshop

Proposed in conjunction with SCERIN, 
Sophia, Bulgaria; Spring / Summer 2023

3rd Annual MedRIN Workshop
Proposed in conjunction with 41st

EARSeL Symposium, Paphos, Cyprus; 
13-16 September 2022 



MedRIN Web Access

https://gofcgoldvh1.umd.edu/regional-
networks/mediterranean-regional-network-medrin

https://start.org/programs/gofc-gold/
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