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• MedRIN is under the framework of the NASA Global 
Observations of Forest Cover and Land 
Dynamics (GOFC-GOLD) Program;

• Serves as a liaison between Land Cover Land Use 
Change (LCLUC) remote sensing scientists and 
stakeholders in the Mediterranean region.

• The MedRIN will keep members abreast with the 
latest advancements in Earth Observation 
applications based on NASA and ESA satellite data 
and data products. 

• MedRIN should support tackling regional and local 
challenges, as described by the United Nations’ 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Mediterranean Regional Infrormation Network 
(MedRIN) 



GOFC-GOLD Regional Networks
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1. Southeast Asia Regional Research and Information Network (SEARRIN)

2. South Asia Regional Information Network (SARIN)

3. South-Central European Regional International Network (SCERIN)

4. Red Latinoamerica deTeledeteccion e Incendios Forestales (RedLaTIF)

5. West African Regional Network (WARN)

6. Observatoire Satellital des Forets d’Afrique Central (OSFAC)

7. Miombo Network (MIOMBO)

8. Southern Africa Fire Network (SAFNET)

9. Caucasus Regional Information Network (CaucRIN)

10. Mekong Regional Information Network (MekRIN)

11. Mediterranean Regional Information Network          

(MedRIN)



MedRIN Objectives
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1. Better coordination and linkage of monitoring systems and databases across 
Mediterranean;

2. Strengthening and upgrading regional/national EO networks;
3. Alignment of multi-modal and multi-source data compliant to international norms;
4. Utilization of Copernicus and relevant freely distributed services in the region by end 

users;
5. Contribution to free publicly-available data through interoperable databases and 

services.

MedRIN will support tackling regional and local challenges, as described by the
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). MedRIN will not replace
existing networks in the region but will leverage additional networking capacity
and build on the existing networks and systems with actions and ways that may
only be of support to a peaceful utilization of Earth Observation in citizen’s
everyday life.



MedRIN Goals & Geographic Domain
Goals:
• Provide a platform for collaboration among remote sensing experts in

Mediterranean region, through collaborative activities;
• Facilitate progress and consistent implementation of remote sensing

and LCLUC methodology, in the region;
• Foster regional collaboration for monitoring the dynamics, stability,

and vulnerability of the major ecosystems;
• Promote effective sustainable management and preservation, on the

local, regional and pan-European level.

Geographic Domain:
Mediterranean countries of Europe, the Levant,
and North Africa.



MedRIN Leadership
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Network Coordinators E.U.:
Dr. Diofantos Hadjimitsis
Vice Rector of Academic Affairs Professor Department of Civil 
Engineering & Geomatics,
Cyprus University of Technology
Lemesos, Cyprus

Dr. Ioannis Gitas (igitas@for.auth.gr)
Faculty of Forestry and Natural Environment
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
Thessaloniki, Greece

Network Coordinator U.S.:
Vince Ambrosia (vincent.g.ambrosia@nasa.gov)
NASA- Ames Research Center / CSUMB
Moffett Field, CA. USA



• initial priority research areas for the MedRIN:

– Fires

– Agriculture

– Urban

– Soil degradation (Desertification)

– Water Resources Management 
(Irrigation/Hydrology)

– Training

Actions / Decisions from 1st MedRIN:
Crete, Greece, July 2018

Socio-economic expertise is essential, particularly to study Land Use changes (causes, 
impacts). Further, socio-economic component is a basic criterion for proposed projects.



MedRIN Critical Regional Issues
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✓ Changes in forest 
composition, age, structure 
and function;

✓ Changes in ecosystem 
diversity;

✓ Increasing urbanization;
✓ Water-related issues 

(Mediterranean);
✓ Unbalanced water regime 

(floods/droughts)
✓ Extreme Events increase 

(floods, droughts and fires)
✓ Other interests of the 

MedRIN community ❖ Pre-cursors of LCC: natural & anthropogenic (e.g.
technological advancements, political & population changes)

Nunes, et al, 2016. Ecological restoration across the Mediterranean Basin as viewed by practitioners. Science of the Total 
Environment, Vol. 566-567, 1 October 2016, Pages 722-732



MedRIN Kickoff Meeting: Crete, July 2018 
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Participants coming both from academic and industry sectors such as universities, agencies and
organizations attended the MedRIN kick-off meeting representing Greece, Cyprus, Israel, Turkey
and Italy.



MedRIN Website
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MedRIN Web Access

https://gofcgoldvh1.umd.edu/regional-
networks/mediterranean-regional-network-medrin

https://start.org/programs/gofc-gold/
http://web.cut.ac.cy/medrin/

https://start.org/programs/gofc-gold/
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